typhoid fever amounts to 500,000 per annum, and the death rate beiDg 10 per cent, of all cases, the total mortality must be nearly 50,000 per annum. Now of these cases of death from typhoid fever it has been shown that fully one-third are due to perfoiation of the intestine, or a total of over 16,000 cases of fatal perforation. There is but little doubt, also, that of these quite one-half can be saved by surgical interference. (Cf Taylor, Neiv York Medical Journal, Feb. 1902.) Medical The pulse gives indications of the greatest importance.
(1) There is a sudden rise in the pulse-rate of 20 beats or more per minute.
(2) The quality of the pulse is also altered. 
